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MASKED IN DANCERS 




ARE GOOD COI 



MY NAME IS DAN O'fiRAPY! 
I'M SETTING UPMVCIBCUS 
FOR "THREE DAV5 IN PtN£ 
CITY ! HOPE YOU CAN ALL 
CO«E ANC SEE THE ShCw: 





1THE 7(?iPLE-R BQY5 GALLOP HARP 
AC20SS THE COUNTBV5lDE,AWOU~ 
TO 6ET STARTEP ON THElfc WORK 
IN7HE50UTHRELP... 




JA.00CH1E HANGS ON "TIGHTLY TO 
THE SADPLG A5 SPIN AND MARTY 
GIVE CHASE... 




Trey rein up next to him. just in time. .. 




(^WHOA! HOLD UP. FEUAM 
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WE'LL WORK £XTPA ) ( SURE! VOU JUST FEEL BETTER 
HARD FOR VOUWOOCHItW V $0 WE CAN ALL 5EE THE CIRCU5 
TOGETHER ! 




That evening, following pinner, atirep 
group of boys enters the bunkhouse... 



WE SOT ALMOST //Air) 
THE FIELD CLEAREPJ S 
WE'LL FINISH THE REST k_^ 
TOMORROW FOR SUi?E : L ~^ 




HOW DO VOU LIKE THAT 

MOOCHIE'S STILL IN HIS 

euNKI I'LL BET HE'S \ 

JUST PRETENDING. 1 J 





PlNALLY. SPIN AND MAifTY 

STAND BACK TO SURVEY THE 

FINISHED JOB. 



(ALL FINISHED, 
JUST LOOK """ 



4EP,MAITTy; A/SWCRP 
AT THOSE ACTS! / WGH-WI 
r —^THEY'VE 



SWALLOWERS , CLOWNS ,T 
-WIPE ARTISTS. ..GOSH. 
" GOT eveMTMNG.' 




COME. OHi LET'S GO 
TELL MR. O'SfcADV 
WE>E ALL THlTOUGH 
WITH OUR FIRST JOB 



AWW.THERE'S NOTHING^, 
TO WORRY ABOUT! UON5 
AWP TI6ER5 ARE JUST 
ff/<5 X-/TTEHS. 





Later that afternoon, after a tour or 

THE CIRCUS GROUNDS, SPIN AND MARTY COME 

TO THE LAST TENT.. .THE OWE CONTAINING THE 

JUNGLE CATS... 




, WE SPUING TRAP POORS FROM ^ 
THE TOP OF THESE CAGES. .. 

' THEV WOVE DOWN THE CHUTES / 
INTO THE BIG TOP ADJOINING 
THIS TENT! ' 





IMJUST ONE OF HIS HELPERS! VOU 
WOULDN'T CATCH MS INSIDE THE ARENA 
WITH THOSE CATS FOR A MILLION BUCKS. 




WHAT'S THAT, BOYS ?\ 
WHAT DID YOU SAV 
ABOUT A ROBBERY? J 


'n0twn<5...WE...W£'Ve\ 
< SOT TO WAIT AND TALK ) 
^T^ TO MH. O'QKIAPY 1 _/ 
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I KNOW, BUT WHEN 
I DON'T SAY ANYTHING 
TO PAN, THOSE TWO 
WILL GET WISE' 




vou just oon't know 
kids.joe: now listen 
tome! when this is 
all over, here's ^> 
what you say...y 



i sure hope 

that circus maw 

tells mr. o'grady 

intimetqstop 

the robbery: 



I'M SURE HE WILL,SOYS... 
NOW SUPPOSE YOU TWO GET 
CLEANED UP FOR DINNER 1 
AND YOU MIGHT TRY ~ 
CHEER UP MOOCHIE' 





FORTUNATELY, ALL THE REST OF YOU SOY5, 
EXCEPT ONE, HAS HAD THE MEASLES. ..SO IT 
JWON'T AFFECT VOUR TRIP TO THE CIRCUS' 



JEEPERSi THIS WILL 
BREAK MOOCHIE'S HEART! 

WHO'S THE OTHER BOY 
WHO HAS TO STAY HERE 





( STEP j?IGHT THIS WAV, FOLKS i THE MAIM SHOW 

\JNTHE 8IG TOP GOES ON IN TEN MINUTES! ~ 



I WELCOME, BUC^CS! SOON AS VOU GET 
IN VOUR SEATS . IT'S ICE CifEAM BAR5 
. FOR ALL OF YOU... ON THE HOUSE ' 




WE DIDN'T EVEN GET ) WE'LL SEE HiM AFTER 

TO ASK HIM ABOUT _V THE SHOW. SPIN... IT'S 

THE R06BER5 ! >T V. JUST ABOUT TO START! 




OtIE »» ONE.TUE CIRCUS ACTS PERFORM FC* 

THE ENTHUSIASTIC AUH EMCE . . . 




LOOK, PAN. ..MAYBE THIS IS A \ WHAT PO YOU MEAN? 
COINCIDENCE...! MEAN THOSE I HOW DO YOU KNOW 
KIPS MAKING UP THAT STOKY L THE¥ MADE IT UP 7 " 
ABOUT SEEING A CLOWN AND ^ 
THEN YOU GETTING ROBBED! 





HONEST. SIP... WE RE 
TELLING THE TRUTH! 
WE WOULDN'T MAKE 
, UP STORIES ABO'J" 
SOMETHING ,_ 

k sev/oos/ J 



60SH.N0! WE KNOW > 
THAT STOKY ABOUT THE 
BOY WW0CB1ED WOLF... 
AND WHAT HAPPENED 
TO M/A4.' WE'RE r£ 
NOTLIKETHAT! J 



THE KIDS SOUND 
LIKE THEY'RE 
TELLING THE 

TRUTH, SAM. 




A CIRCUS MAKES IT A \ 
suswess TO KNOW KID5.1 
OFFICER! IF THERE WAS 
ANYTHING TO WHAT THEY 

--.I'D BE ABLE TO TELL! J 




SQKRY, BOVS . . . I'VE SOT MY ORDERS! NOW 
JUST LEAVE THINGS TO THE LAW! IF THE 
ROBBER WAS A CLOWN. WE'LL FIND OUT 
ABOUT IT 




GUESS OLP DAN'S GOT \ YEAH, SURE A "-* 

HIMSELF A PEAL PROBLEM ) SKAAflt ABOUT THAT.' 

NO'A... WITH TONIGHT'S ft PQN'T KNOW WHO'D 

ROSBERV! j — r— A WANT TO ROB A *" 

NICE CUV LIKE PAN. 




BUT IT /s true: youve got to BELIEVE us. 

. .MISTER... M.AYBE YOU CAN HELP US! ONE OF 
^-^ JVQUR PARTNERS ISA ROBBER ' 

'l SAW HIMR16HTHERE 
IN THIS TRAILER! HE WAS 
GETTiN'AHAT OUT OF THAT... 




J AS SPIN AND MARTY WALK ACROSS 
i THE CIRCUS GROUNDS WITH THE CLOWN. 
) THE BIG TOP ECHOES WITH CHEERS, 
) SISNALIN6 THE ENP OF THE WILD 
ANIMAL ACT... 




YOU SOVS WEf?E DQiNG WHAT YOU THOUGHT WAS 
BIGHT . THAT'S THE IMPORTANT THiNS'. COME ON, 
WE'LL GO THROUGH HERE... IT'S A SHORT CUT! , 




\AhEY IN5ISTTHAT IFA THE \ 
HAPPENED? I CLWU WHO ROBBED OGRADY... 
A AND IT'5TIME WE CONVINCED 
v *— . THEM THEY WERE WfVAft.' 




Suddenly, inside the animal tent, spin and 
marty realize they are trapped 



~(jDE! HELP ME HOLD TKEsTioOsTj ~fl 




YOU KNOW HOW KiPS ARE WHEW THEY GET TOO 

CURIOUS... HOW WERE TrlEV TO KNOW THE T?AP 
DOOR WASN'T SHUT " 





Joe falls unconscious, but the angkv clown 

quickly lifts a trap poor leading toatiger. 

cage. ..now his flan \s clear... 




Marty stands horror-stricken, 
unable to wove as the snarling, 
powerful tfser comes down the 

CHUTE. . . 




WELL NOW, IF THAT'S ALL THAT'S WORRYING 
YOU, WE'LL PUT OH A SPECIAL SHOW JUST FOR 
YOi/TMQ. IT'S THE IEAST1 CAW DO AFTER 

» r— . WHAT VOUVE BEEN 

JEEPERS! IF v - i *^- : — i THROUGH' 



jctrL^a; ir - ^- 

YOU'REQOlNSTOPO \ 
THAT. MAYBE VOU 
COULD DO OVf 
MOKE FAVOP. 




. H, and atitays 

guarantee thai 
bearing ii can- 
ty clean and ur&ofei 

■ly.rathei lAan regulate*. 

>h material Thal'i why 

child bay* a IMl Comic 

only goad 

fun. "DBJ comic- UK GOOD COMICS" 

u aw aiuE) eroa\o and conttani goul. 
DELL COMICS ARE COOD COMICS 





The traveling circus is a whole world ihat is here today and 
gone tomorrow. While the city sleeps, it moves hi and, 
when day dawns, it is there — alive and bright with color, 
offering fun and mystery and enchantment — only to slip 
away again when the rest of the world goes back to sleep. 




Even while the afternoon show is on, feverish 
preparallons for moving are going on. Every- 
thing no longer needed in the show is placed 
in position to be ready for departure as soon 
as the signal i 



When the caged animals have finished, they 
are prepared to go. They are followed later 
by the performers and animals ihat are not 
caged, such as camels, elephants, and zebras 
(nicknamed "convicts" by circus folk). 




The moment the last act ends, the big top 
comes down. People in the gallery (called 
"the blues" in circus lingo) are liable to find 
themselves under the stars before they reach 
the ground, so fast is the work done. 



Every move is timed with split-second accu- 
racy. When the cookhouse goes, it goes in 
a hurry. A slow eater is likely to be left 
with an empty coffee cup and no place to 
put it. The circus is on the move again. 




The ancestors oi today's trained lions roamed 
freely in the palaces of the Pharoahs. The 
big mystery to modem trainers is how these 
beasts were taught lo be so tame. 




The dazzling parade (called "spectacular," ot 
"spec," for short) which opens every cixcus 
is a present-day version of the processions 
the Greeks held in honor of their gods. 




Risking his life with every performance, Ihe 
aerialist on the flying trapeze is carrying 
on a tradition that began in Ihe palaces of 
the emperors of ancient Rome. 




Tightrope walking originated in China, and 
Marco Polo reported seeing tumblers and 
jugglers as part of the after-dinner entertain- 
ment in the court of Kublai Khan. 
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Along with the acrobats developed a comedy 
character who combined athletics with mak- 
ing people laugh. Today we call him a clown, 
and no circus would be complete without him. 



